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Development Credit Union, she  strove 

to engage local businesses and finan-

cial institutions in community and eco-

nomic development. This strenuous 

community work came naturally to this 

powerful Latina. 

Today, Cielo is a Senior Credit Risk 

Manager with Fannie Mae. She is 

proud to be part of an organization that 

“works to tear down barriers, lower 

costs, and increase the opportunities 

for homeownership and affordable 

rental housing for all Americans with 

specific focus on minority home own-

ership.” 

Cielo credits her accomplishments to 

the many mentors she has had in her 

life. She believes mentorship is im-

perative to the success of future gen-

erations and acknowledges that “it 

takes a village 

to raise a 

child.” Cur-

rently, Cielo is 

a mentor with 

the Pasadena 

Boys and Girls 

Club in Califor-

nia. She says, 

“I was fortu-

nate to have 

had many men-

tors in my life who saw potential in 

this little, skinny, poor Latina. I 

thought  I was ugly, awkward and 

dumb and feared ending up like so 

many of the people in my neighbor-

hood, a drop-out, on drugs or pregnant, 

or worse, without hope…If it wasn’t 

for them in conjunction with my drive 

and hard work, I certainly would not 

have accomplished or even finished 

anything.” Cielo encourages alumni to 

become mentors. “It is my responsibility 

and honor to be able to do the same as 

my mentors have done and continue to 

do for me. I am living proof of what a 

difference it can make…Sometimes, all 

a kid will need to hear is ‘Yes, you 

can…and I am here to help you get 

there.’” 

Cielo received the Fannie Mae “Hot 

Spot Award” for outstanding achieve-

ment in risk analysis and critical think-

ing. She was the Co-Founder and Presi-

dent of the Divas on Wall Street Invest-

ment Club, 

an organiza-

tion created 

to educate 

women on 

finance and 

investing. 

Cielo of-

fered her 

advice for 

the 2005 

graduates: 

“Do it ALL- push the envelope. If your 

mind can conceive, you can achieve. Be 

proud of all your milestones, celebrate 

yourself, but keep in mind that you must 

work smart and hard and be strategic. 

Reach out to people, network and most 

importantly never forget to give back - 

whether it is mentoring or being an envi-

ronmentalist or being involved with your 

neighborhood politics/church - what-

ever. Be involved, be a voice, whether 

it's a whisper or a scream, be present and 

eliminate all that is toxic in your life.” 

“Be 

involved, be a 

voice, whether 

it's a whisper 

or a scream, be 

present and 

eliminate all 

that is toxic in 

your life.” 

Cielo Irizarry was born in the South 

Bronx and raised in Washington 

Heights, NY. At a young age, Cielo 

understood the importance of her edu-

cation and strove for academic excel-

lence. She was awarded a four-year 

scholarship to attend Darien High 

School in Connecticut, where she 

graduated in 1991. Cielo attended Bar-

nard College, where she was a member 

of several student organizations and 

graduated with a B.A. in Economics 

and a Senior Honor Distinction in 

1995. She attended Columbia Univer-

sity’s School of International and Pub-

lic Affairs, where she graduated in 

2002 with a Masters in International 

Affairs. 

When she was a young girl, Cielo be-

gan working to help support her fam-

ily. These early experiences taught her 

valuable lessons that remain with her 

today. Cielo began to understand the 

cycle of poverty and worked to decon-

struct it and to uplift not only her fam-

ily but her community. She learned 

that basic services, like checking and 

savings accounts, were instruments 

that could be used to break away from 

poverty. As a volunteer, Cielo began 

working in her community, providing 

financial education to immigrants who 

had limited access to quality financial 

services. While at the local Community 
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Every month, LAACU sponsors an 

informal social event giving Latino 

alumni an opportunity to relax and 

mingle.  

Our next event is August 19th at 

6:30pm at Los Dos Molinos. We hope 

you can join us. Please RSVP to            

latinoalumni@hotmail.com.  

Los Dos Molinos is located at 119 E 

18th Street (New York City). Alumni 

are responsible for their own tabs. We 

look forward to seeing you there! 

Los Viernes Sociales are Back! 

Email Cielo at cieloirizarry1@aol.com.  


