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Feople volunteer for different reasons.
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¥ The ABC students seem to respond well to being treated as regular
members of the family. A combination of spending time just being with
the family, watching T.V., 1listening to music, talking, reading,
sleeping, having friends over, etc., as well as going out and doing
things. The Walter Raleighs feel that Jackie enjovs family outings -
"visiting daughter Kimberely at Yale, the Oycterfest, going <fishing
«v. learning to drive in the highschool parking lot." Khisha takes
part in all family activities at the Macec and when she goes there Afor
the weekend "we try to do something special ... eating out ... a
movie, or going to NYC." For Shelley, Sunday night dinners at the
Magraths are special "usually the only time on the weekend we are all
together." Time spiced with a little individual attention pars off,
too. "One afternoon when everyone was busy Marcelle and I went to a
movie together. 1 think she enjoved that one-on-one." sars Gaii

Williameon. "Denice ie a wvery eacy voung lady and is willing to it
in {(the Tiller household) beautifully. We dc not plan activities ..,
what comee we do or don‘t." Be it "cross-country sXiing, plaring

tennis with <(son) Simon," or "just lying in the sun."

# The benefits of being a host family seem to far outweigh any of the
difficulties. However, initially when the families and their ABC
students are just getting acquainted, it takes a 1little time and
effort. For the Williamsons it‘s been a relatively simple procecs,
they haven’t had to make any real changes in their normal routine
targely because daughter Mary is so invoived. Al the 4amilies
though, have their own wave of doing things. At the Maces "Khisha had
to adjust to our family rules - different 4rom her own,” Sheliex
‘weuld be happier if we dicd more together ... but we just dorn”t,"
cays Barb Magrath. "With <(our own) two teenagers whco have C:<ferert
intereste and invcluements, it’s hard." They had hoped, for exampie,
thet Sheliey and daughter Julie would become "instant friende” but
instead, con Scott and Shelley have more to share, being in some
classes together. Being a host #amily means temporarily adoptinc a
child, and Saily Raleigh believes "the difficulties of being a hoet
family are really the difficulties of being a mother or father. Each
child in your family is an enormous responsibility, an emoticna’
experience, joy and conflict, help and hindrance."

¥ The host families all feel that their lives have been enriched bv
the experience. "We have the jov of knowing and lovirng an “adonted
daughter’'" save Rocemary Mace. "We feel great satisfaction in Knowing
@ girl is being given a chance to succeed and that we are a small part
of that process. Khisha has brought a new perspective to our
family." The Magraths feel that they have learned about Shellev’s
background, "how very different that was from Darien" and "it hac been
good for the children to see how hard someone will werk for something
they really want." Ontsencec a closenecs, a genuine caring among the
families in their hoet role. The Fall Denise went to the Tiiiers,
their daughter Sandrine left for Johns Hopkine - "It feels to ue as i<
our daughter never left." And the Raleighs - "We <can‘t imagine 1ife
without Jackie ... We have the gift of ancther child who is Kind and
gentle and loving and funny and silly and exasperating and beautiful'ls
manrered."”

The host families have back-up families who step in when something
unforeseen comes up such as a travelling conflict, illness, etc. Tne
Bruce Burrows, Bernard Gilmores, David Labsone, William Fraziers and
Thomas Albanie play eccential rolec irn being back-up families - the-g
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Being a host
commi tment.
and positive

family to

of this and the ABC program

their contribution.

an ABC
But the rewards appear to be

feelings generated by our five host families i< evidence
substantially

in

cstudent
worth

Darien is

<

i

S, uUngu

t. The

ectionably, &
enthuisiasm

richer for

ABC s 1984 F

THE DOLLARS AND CENTS OF IT ALL

und Drive is

about to get under wav,

Thie vear our

imaginative Finance
regeltar donztion,
ive something hack

Committee
The Zerco

ha

S come up with an

ssence,

aiternative to

the

this pian will

to its comtributore!

oupon Eond., In e
1

Seo

<
below,

Minerity inner
young children
options. ABC in
well run and imbu

ZERO COUPON BONDS

"For a #3500 pledge, say, vou
wiil not only receive the Zerso
Coupon Bond, but also take a ‘tax

deduction.

What wou do wiih  the bond is
ertirely up to vou. Some have

l1ied their bonds to their
children and grandchildren, while
others have decided to Keep them
tor themselves,

Whatever the case, in years to
come when the bonds mature and pay
cut 10 times their opresent face
value, you or your children will
have a good feeling about the help
rour  your bend gave to BBC  in
Garien.”

-city families need programs like ABC,

deserve “a better chance’ tc expand
Darien gives thic chance. It is a
ed with real wision for the future.
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