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illed with music, sports, studies. volunteer
and part-time jobs this has been an amazing
year! Danique and Chanelle, as members of the
DHS Concert Choir, particpated in the spring
Pops Concert. Jackie, Erica and Danique worked
on the Human Rights Day Committee, with
Danique giving the opening speech for the
Day, introducing the keynote speaker, Mr. Bill
Burkley from South Africa. Debbie Parnon
introduced Danique, Jackie and Erica to our
nation’s capital over the April break. The girls
visited Georgetown, Trinity, Howard, University
of Maryland and George Washington. Danique
was especially moved by the Holocaust Museurn
and the Vietnam Memorial. Jackie was awed
by the beauty of Capitol Hill. Erica loved walk-
ing around the Mall and feeling the sense of
history. Everyone loved the Lincoln Memorial
and no one liked the Green Room in the White
Housell The Blue Wave benefitted from Chanelle's
talents as student manager of the men's
freshman lacrosse team, while Barbara's
talents helped the track team in discus and
shotput, Erica played on the freshman soft-
ball team and Migdalia split her time between
an after-school job and volunteer work at
Person-to-Person.
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; ; hat does it take to be a

winner? How about a full house of
hardwork and dedication?! Honors
and high honors were awarded each
student this school year. Jackie
achieved High Honors first semester,
while Chanelle, Migdalia, Danique,
Barbara and Erica made the Honor
Roll. Migdalia joined Jackie at the
Righ Honors level spring semester.
while the others kept their status on
the Honor Roll. In May, Migdalia won
First Place on the National Spanish
Exam for Bilingual Advanced Level 4
and Jackie received an award for
excellence in Spanish. Barbara and
Chanelle were asked to join the Blue
Wave Dancers--we all know how stiff
that competition is! Way to go you
twol Congratulations to one and all
for a most successful year!




Class of 83

L.a Rose Parris

One of Darien’s first ABC graduates. La
Rose is currently working in Commack,
LL. This September she will be entering
graduate school at S8arah Lawrence. La
Rose spent two years in Talwan learning
and teaching Chinese. 8he then attend-
ed New York University where she re-
celved her BA in History in 1990. She
has worked as a free lance writer and
for the last four years has been work-
ing at the Urban Justice Center where
she has been a Clinic Supervisor and an
Immigration Specialist. La Rose feels
that attending Darien High School was
excellent preparation for college and is
very much looking forward to sharing
in our 15th Anniversary Celebration.

Class of ‘84

Joz "Kathy" Marshall Jones

Kathy currently lives in Brooklyn, New
York. is marvried to Paul R. Jones. and is
the mother of two small children. Paul.
Jr., two years and Kayla, eight months.
She received her bachelors degree from
Northwestern University in 1988 and is
now Juggling her duties as a mother
with her career as a Christian Elementary
&chool administrator. Kathy remembers
feeling extremely isolated and homesick
as a fourteen year-old at DHS. yet she
feels that the experience here was re-
warding. She stays in contact with
some of her ABC mentors and friends.

Elzabeth Tejada Reyes

After graduating from DHS, Elizabeth
went on to Cornell University and was
awarded a bachelors degree in Political
Science in 1988. She pursued a career on
Wall &treet. where she specialized in
Government Securities and bonds. work-
ing at Nations Bank. Elizabeth has now
become a full time mother. 8he and her
husband. Eric, live in Yonkers. New York,
have a two and a half year-old daughter,
named Samantha Christina and a new-
born sontborn May Z24th). narmed after
his father. "The culture shock of com-
ing to Darien was at first a little un-
plea- sant. but in retrospect | know it
made me a stronger person and more
open to people of different back-
grounds.”

Shelley Dugas Thomas

After graduating from DHS, Shelly spent

"Tour wonderfully carefree years at Amherst

College.” After receiving her degree in
1991 she resided in Atlanta for three years
and worked with autistic children at Emory
University's Autism Resource Center. 8he
is presently residing in Omaha, Nebras-
ka. where she lives with her husband.
Gregory Scott Thomas. and works with
at risk teens at Boys Town. Shelley
feels that the ABC program offered her
positive role models and helped her to
develop the confidence she needed to
achieve academic. social and professional
excellence.




for Gifted Chil

Part I1

by Judith B. Griflin
A Better Chance, Inc.

BT ABC our first commitment is to
€ . believe that there is treasure
where others may believe there is
none. With this belief locked in mind
and heart, ABC's teachers, guidance
counselors, coaches, Boys and Girls
Club leaders, church members . . . have
refurned year after year after year to
the inner cities of America and any
place else children of color may be
recruited. And we found children like

Amanda, a foster child from the Bronx,

abandoned on a New York City street
corner at age 3, who graduated from
her ABC school having earned a full
scholardship to 8tanford University.
We found William, a boy from a large,
poor southern family, who, after
college and business school, has
become a managing partner in one of
the country’s foremost brokerage
firms. We found Sylvester in Chicago's
Cabrini Green public housing pro ject.
After graduating from Harvard and
Standford universities, Sylvester has
become a correspondent for Time
rmagazine. And we found a kid from
Cleveland's east side, named Tracy
Chapman.

We find our children regardless of the
statistics that might encourage us to
believe that they do not exist --regard-
less of the predictions of the non-
believers. We don't dare allow our-
selves to becorne discouraged. We fell
the world about the dreams we have
caught. We share our 8.000
anecdotes, and we speculate eagerly
about the children waiting to be
discovered, to have their intellect
cultivated, refined, sharpened into
demonstable skill and capability. We
urge others to go catch some dreams
themselves. And we try our darndest
to make believers out of nonbelievers.

The gifts and talents of these children
are not always so obvious if one
depends on the traditional measures

of intelligence that educators have
come fo rely on. 8o we frequently have
to answer the question: Where is your
evidence? How can you believe in what
you cannot see?

This brings me to the second commit-
ment ABC has kept: In our 29 years of
dream-catching, we have continuously
worked at expanding our thinking
about thow to identify these children
that we know are there. Detecting.
estimating, and evaluating "intelli-
gence” is still typically based on fest
data. : performance on an intelligence
test, performance on an achievement
test, and teacher recommendations.
Further, they have found that an 10
score of a predeter- mined level
remains the most impor- tant factor
determining placement of a gifted
child.

But the dreamers and dreams that
ABC catches do not come well-
rehearsed for test-taking. They have
not been groomed by a math tutor, or
a summer at computer camp. or by
watching mom or dad solve problems
at the office. Maybe they don't have
many books or games around the
house. Maybe their parents work too
many jobs to have time to answer
questions. Maybe their grammar isn't
all that great. Maybe English is their
second language.

So, many of my children will not
demonstrate their giftedness
through high test scores or other
methods traditionally used to gauge
giffedness. And in this regard, they
are like many other students who
have difficulty taking tests. So at
ABC. we have trained ourselves to look
beyond standardized measurement.
We have learned to use other yard
sticks.

... We look for the child who has a

strong sense of self, pride, and worth.
We look for the child with an indepen-
dent mind--the child who can resist
peer pressure and other typical
negative social conditioning--the child
who, on occasion, can even resist the
teacher. We look for the child who, at
critical points in his or her develop-
ment is prone to asking guestions
such as "Who am 12" or "Where am |
going?” We look for the child who
believes that her self-determination,
creativity, and hard work will pay off.
We look for the child who can channel
his anger at being disadvantaged into
strategic action to change his situa-
tion. And at ABC we especially look for
the child who is willing to take a risk.
One who is willing to endure the
anxiety. suspense, disappointment,
and humiliation inherent in experi-
menting with new behaviors and
sitfuations. One who can persevere.

Melding the ... human values and the
scientific--enables us to evaluate
ability. to know our children
intfimately and herald their potential.

... otatistics show that within every
state, every city, every district, every
school, every grade, every classroom
in this country, there is a proportion
of students who are gifted. And it is
the same proportion that is found in
the most affluent communities in
this nation.

... We will make reaching our rule. We
can reach to believe. We can reach to
expand our thinking. We can reach to
blame ourselves and not our children.
We can reach to impart confidence.
And we can reach and catch, those
precious dreams.

Excerpt from Gzﬁed Child Qum‘teﬂ:’y.

For a reprint of this article please call
Debbie Parnon at 655 . 7o60.




Letter
President

his year was fruly an inspired
year for everyone involved with ABC.
Most importantly, the girls had an out-
standing academic year, with each of
them achieving Honors or High Honors.
The time and dedication given to the
program throughout the year by Lynn
Branstrom and mermbers of the DHS
National Honor Society goes beyond
what a mere Thank You could express.

All of the positive energy at the house
has produced some exciting responses
by ABC board members. Thanks to
Chris Filmer, and his committee, the
Fun Walk kicked off a tremendously
successful year of fundraising.

Managing Editors: Judy Eaton. Sandra McDonnel
Designer: Sancra McDonnell, SJMDesign

Through the exceptional personal efforts of Charlie Eaton, the tireless
efforts of our December mailing chairmen, Sue Mandel and Ron
Hammer and the generosity of our community we raised over 75% of
our annual budget by February. S8andy McDonnell and Judy Eaton not
only renamed, redesigned and reformatted our newsletter, but Sandy
was also responsible for uplifting our image by redesigning the ABC in
Darien logo. Parties played up the Diana Ross Super Bowl XXX connection.
The Dodecaphonics concert was great entertainment and publicized
the historic relationship between Dartmouth and ABC. Our financial
goal was met and surpassed with the proceeds from our June Tag Salel

In addition fo our financial success we continue to enjoy the personal
contributions that make this program so rich. Dianne and Bab
Johnson have been the dependable foundation upon which much of
this year's success can be attributed. The Congregational Church has
bestowed fheir blessing on us with a 5-year lease renewal. Consistent
support of the DHS faculty and administrators continued to enhance
the academic and personal lives of our students. Qur Host & Back-Up
Host Families provide loving homes away from home and the
countless friends of ABC who are in touch with the girls throughout
the year add the extras that we sormetimes take for granted.

So another year has flown by and we are already anticipating next
year's 15th Anniversary Celebration and happily all our students will be
back in September. Again, we thank you for your generosity and we
hope your overwhelmingly enthusiastic support will continue to make
next year just as exciting and rewarding as this past year.

Debbie Parnon, President
|
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Chanelle as Manager of Boy's Lacrosse Erica Getting Ready to Play S8oftball

In Search of the Perfect College

Barbara Competes at 8tate Meet

June Cobb was nominated by the ABC
Board to represent ABC at Volunteer
Recognition Day on May 9. June was
nominated because of her fireless
efforts to support A Better Chance in
her position on the Executive Board.
She is always ready and willing to do
whatever needs doing and guietly goes
the extra mile without being asked. A
board member since 1987, June has
been our comptroller since 1990. She Is
the Kind of board member every volun-
teer organization would love to have.
We are very lucky to have her!




Books!

Stealing Home
by Sharon Robinson

Jackie Robinson’s daughter, a nurse and midwife living in
Norwalk writes an eloquent and moving portrait of a
truly amazing man and his family, which, in so many
respects, "embodied the American Dream of the 1950's.”
About her father, who with grace and courage changed
the course of history. And about growing up "in the
shadow of a hero” & between two worlds, black and white.

Women of the Silk
by Gail Tsukiyama

A "story of miraculous courage and strength™, Ms
Tsukiyama ftakes us back in time 1o 1919 and provides us
with a lyrical and insightful glance into Chinese village
life. And as you rmight guess the universal and timeless
tale of relationships and bonding are as appropriafe
today as they were then.

Island Barbeque
by Dunston Harris

3pice up your sumimer with these mouthwatering
recipes, from Spicy Barbequed Tuna with Mango Salsa to
Trinidadian Curry Sauce. Having grown up in Jamaica, Mr.
Harris knows what he's falking about. Some great tips--
throw fresh herbs on the coals just prior to grilling.

AT T HOME
Movies

Beyond Rangoon

Cry the Beloved Country ¢
Eat, Drink, Man, Woman
Il Postino

>

The Tuskegee Airmen

PLEDGE edge

Contributions should be sent fo: Name:

A Better Chance of Darien, Inc.
P.0. Box 3204

Darien, CT 06820

of the Heat!!

Pictures of the Times: A Century of NY7 Photography

Museurn of Modern Art, New York

Africa: The Art of a Continent
Guggenheim Museurm, New York Through September 29

In Sight: African Photographers, 1940 to Present

Through October 8

Guggenheim Museurm, New York Through September 22
Cézanne
Philadelphia Museurm of Art ThroughSeptember |

Tickets Z15.235.8HOW

Visual Journal: Harlem & D.C. in the Thirties & Forties
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.  ThroughSeptember 29

WishesDesires

Kitchen Supplies :

Six-Burner Stove Top 12 16-0z. glasses dish fowels
Television 12" skillet pot holders
: flatwear large kettle
sy Ch - :
4 Ea'sy. C i cookiesheets cooling racks
Defumidifier sharp kitchen knives

Four Oscillating Fans 6-quart pots with lids

\10 :
Cﬂ.alsﬂlg Events:

Address:

=& 50

Please make check payable to "A Better Chance." Thank vou.

Don't Forget: The dumpster behind the ABC
House. Bring all your magazines, cata-
logues, office paper, shirt cardboards,
newspapers, corrugated card board (yes
you can throw this all togetherll) Every-
time the dumpster is filled ABC gets paid.

I am pleased to support ABC in Darien.

‘% $100 i}zﬁomr

Fifteenth
Anniversary
Celebrations!

ABC Sundays
Sept./Oct.

November Reunion

FOR THE KID&
FOR YOU
FOR ALL OF US
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