Celebrating 30 Years

of ABC in Darien! 1981 -201/
ﬂ| DARIEN
A BETTER CHANCE ﬂ

Opening the door to greater
educational opportunities since 1981.

CELEBRATING 30 YEARS!

BoarD oF DIRECTORS
Ron Hammer, Co-President
Jane Yezzi, Co-President
Robin Ackerman
Carolyn Brook
Debbie Coley
Yvette Eenkema van Dijk
Sondy Filmer

Lynn Hamlen
Hiot Jocobs
Bob Lyons
Annette Madden-Kline
Harry Md.achlin
Marcia Meinerth
Erica Merrill
Sharon Moore
Kristin Peck
Jore Pelley
Hien Powis
Jackie Scott
Tamsin Sickinger
Camille Spaulding
Barbara Thorne
Susan Wikon
Francis Janosco, Resident Director
Julie Parham, Resident Director
waun Burns, Program Director

Host FAMILIES
Shanti and Hari Avula
Delice and David Bolotin
Rick and Carolyn Brook
Pat and Jeremy Coge
Denise and Jose Cara
Alexia and Richard Duker
Yvette and Pieter Eenkema van Dijk
Jane and Scott Pelley
Hien and Charles Powis

STUDENTS
Niya Wright QOT2)
Angelica Cortez (2013)
Bettina Arkhurst (2014)
Jocelyn Mendez (2014)
Danielle McIntosh (2015)
Merlyn Tejada (2015)

he success of Darien’s ABC program is a tribute to

our town, which has supported the program for 30
years! |t has proved fo be a beautiful partnership of
people — the fine young women who have been our
ABC students as well as the many dedicated Darien
educators, organizations and volunteers who welcome
the opportunity to help our ABC scholars achieve their
promising potential.

How 1T BEGAN

In the early spring of 1979, after an annual
community outreach planning session, Person-to-
Person and the YWCA of Darien/Norwalk were
instrumental in bringing A Better Chance, a national
organization, to the attention of Darien residents.
The Reverend Anne
Kimball, in her role as
Director of Person-to-
Person, knew about the
success of the recently
(1973) established boys
ABC House in New
Canaan. Realizing that
there could be a good fit,
she gathered other
interested parties and
together they laid the
groundwork for a girls
program in Darien. The
late Herbert West, one of
those original supporters,
became the first
President of the Board.

Throughout all of his
ears (1985-2007) as
beloved pastor of The First
Congregational Church,
Ronald Evans was a
staunch supporter of ABC.

With the draw of a great
high school and a
supportive community,
ABC in Darien welcomed ifs first students in September
of 1981 to their new home at 11 Brookside Road. The
ABC house was the generous gift of the First
Congregational Church of Darien on a $1-a-year lease
basis. Over the past 30 years it has served the girls
well, fostering a strong program in which the girls are
supported by Resident Directors who have made the
house a home - providing the girls with a family
environment in which they thrive.

A successful fundraising campaign, supported by
hundreds of individuals and local companies and
organizations, enabled the Board at that time to
make the necessary renovations to the house. The
ongoing relationship with The First Congregational
Church has stood the test of time and grown even
stronger. ABC in Darien will be forever indebted to
the congregation for their ongoing support.
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OUR MISSION

To provide four-year
academic and boarding
scholarships to highly
motivated and
academically promising, female, minority students
from underserved areas. These young women come to
Darien looking for better educational opportunities
and to broaden their life experiences. Promising
students, often identified by a middle school guidance
counselor or teacher for their academic excellence
and extracurricular involvement, undergo an
extensive application process during their 8th grade
year. Our local Selection Committee reviews
approximately 50 applications referred to us by the
national ABC organization from among the over 2600
that they receive. We interview 4-6 candidates and
ultimately select one or iwo who will live in Darien's
ABC House and attend DHS for four years. ABC
scholars are smart, involved and motivated.

WE ALL BENEFIT

Throughout their stay in Darien, ABC scholars bring
new dimensions to all whose lives they touch. Darien
teenagers become friends with students from
environments and backgrounds different than their
own. The ABC scholars contribute significantly to our
High School programs in student government,
academics, athletics, theatre, music and other
activities. ABC scholars typically spend one or iwo
weekends a month with their host families, who
provide their student with additional emotional
support and an opportunity to connect with our
community in a different way. Host families usvally
feel that they learn and grow at least as much as
their adopted daughter does over these four years. A
Better Chance in Darien is a source of sustained pride
and reflects positively on Darien's reputation and its
commitment to be a more diverse and tolerant
community with the highest values.

IT TAKES A VILLAGE

Over the past 30 years, the depth and breadth of
support for ABC is a testament to the good people
who live and work in our community. Key program
leaders have incuded 23 Board Presidents, 260 Board
members, 142 Host Families and 20 Resident Directors.
(see next page). As we celebrate our 30th Year in
Darien, we reflect on the opportunities we have
opened to the 39 scholars who have graduated from
ABC in Darien, and also on the coniributions they
have made to the many whose lives they have
touched here.



ABC Board Member,

Fred Martin, helping
Aysha Ramseur ('93) in
the computer room at

Fiy ABC House ‘\ u,,

ABC in Darien Class of 2002-200 /
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' Two of ABC's earliest scholars,

" Rosa Garcia ('84) and Khisha Pratt ('86) .
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Linet Martin’s (01)
passion for volleyball
was a perfect fit for
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# 1 Alexa Aviles ("91) and Cielo Irizarry ("91)
celebrate a second graduation
together at Columbla }

Lt T

fundraiser.




whevre did the go ) from here?

gﬁg%es? Richards ABC IN DARIEN ALUMNAE
Name DHS year College
B i sihatton LaRose Parris 1983 NYU (post grad at CUNY)
starting with Teach for America and for the Tony Frost 1984 Northwestern
past 18 years teaching Spanish to Bronx middle Joy Marshall 1984 Northwestern
schoolers. Diana says 'My Darien experience Rosa Garcia 1984 Wesleyan
il bl il et Elizabeth (Reyes) Tejada 1984  Cornell
long as you put your mind to it. ' Many of her i g Orglyn Clarke 1984 Wesleyan
students have gone on to top high schools and Khisha (Pratt) Barnard 1986 Tufts (post grad at Simmons)
colleges and she feels good knowing that she has passed forward A Better Denise Richards 1987 U. Penn
Chance fo another generation of young students. Shelley (Thomas) Dugas 1987  Amherst
Edwina Chapman 1989 Dartmouth
Julie Leung 1989 Connecticut College
Sohui Kim 1990 Bowdoin/Barnard
Cielo Irizarry Alexa Aviles 1991 Columbia
DHS 1991 Cielo Irizarry 1991 Barnard (post grad at Columbia)
z:zm%:wﬂ mﬁ il e Tamara Loatman 1992 UVA
Importance of her education and strove for Aysha Ramseur 1993 U. Penn
academic excellence. She also grasped an Solan Liang 1993 Yale
mﬂmﬁﬂiﬂg of ”N: :‘:’C;:d of P;:;erf)'f Renata Alexis 1995 St. Johns
o S L Al Jackie Ferrer 1997 Providence College
zﬁlrﬁzm;u;ﬁ“mtm: :'; Danique Clarke 1997 SUNY Binghamton
the many mentors she has had in her life Migdalia Caraballo 1998 NYU
combined with lofs of hard work, and acknowledges that it takes a village Barbara Lawrence 1998 Temple
to raise a child. She has advised 'Do it all, push the envelope. Be proud Erica Pardo 1999 Manhattan College
and celebrate your milestones, but you must kaarf'and hard and be Linet Martin 2001 UVA
strafegic. Most importantly, never forget to give back. Kate Ofikura 2001 Cornell
Octavia Donnelly 2002 UVA
Malika Willis 2002 Cornell
. Kendra Barber 2003 UNC Chapel Hill
Eﬁ?%g;lud iya Barber Chadae Chang 2003 University of Maryland
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill 2007 bl g S
After completing her dissertation, this ABC in Darien Sylvia Puma 2006 Columbia
graduate will be known as Dr. Kendra Barber, with Morgana Coombs 2006 Temple
g o’::f "m"bﬂ from the University of Maryland, Diana Morris 2007 Boston College
g8 CHs Juanita Gyamera 2007 Wesleyan
Melinda Siew 2009 CUNY
Chidinma Amakiri 2010 Loyola Marymount
Caurice Wynter 2010 Syracuse
- Olaide Ajomagberin 201 George Washington U.
gﬁ?;ggg L Anthia Diaz 201 Wesleyan
Columbia Universify 2010

After her interest was cultivated in the science

labs at DHS, Silvia followed a Pre-med track at
Columbia University, with a major in Hispanic
Studies. She is currently working at Bronx Lebanon
Hospital in the Medical Case Management program

and plans fo apply fo medical school this summer. Chidinma Amakiri
DHS 2010
Loyola Marymount University 2014
Chiddy has continved her style of
getting involved and giving back to
Diana Morris her community as a student at LMU.
DHS 2007 She is a Peer Educator with Sfudent
Boston College 2011 Psychological Services, Treasurer of the

local chapter of the National Society of
Black Engineers and the Secretary for
the MEKWA Association. Chiddy wrote
recently: 'l really couldn’t do all this
without the help of ABC. | appreciafe

everything everyone at ABC in Darien
has done and continves fo do. '

Since leaving DHS Diana's leadership was further
honed as an Orientation Leader and President of
the Black Student Forum at BC. She also managed
to study in Greece and pursve an internship in
Ireland. Diana is beginning a Masters in Higher
Education Administration in Boston and aspires to
direct student affairs at a major university.
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Stand partners Caurice Wynter ('10) and : »
Kazzandra Tarnowsky are all smiles.
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It's a family affair...host sibs and their
ABC sisters have some laughs. ‘-g

Olaide Ajomagberin ("11)
was inducted into the
National Honor Society.
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Kendra Barber ('03) conceived and organized the first ever DHS Black History |

¢ Assembly, an event that was repeated many times, including here in 2007. ’ '
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THE succEss OF A BETTER CHANCE IN DARIEN HAS BEEN POSSIBLE BECAUSE
OF THE GENEROSITY OF INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES IN OUR COMMUNITY.

ABC BOARD MEMBERS 1981-2012

Basheera Abdus-Sabur
Robin Ackerman
Joan Agresta
Suzanne Albani
Margie Ambrose
Doug Anderson - President 2006-08
Jim Archibald

Karen Armour

Anne Armstrong

C. Michael Armstrong - President 1982-85
Marilyn Aymar
Debbie Boeder
Shelagh Barrett
Sally Bassler

Joan Bergen

Donna Berizzi

Judy Betty

Jim Biggs

Mary Biggs

Mary Bloomer
Jennifer Boyd

Father Pierre Botton
Jennifer Boyd

Emily Brogg

Carole Brounsdweig
Barbara Bristle
David Bristle
Carolyn Brook

Joel Brooke

Robert Brown

Joan Burchenal
Doug Burke
Jennienne Burke - President 2008-09
Linda Burton
Howard Cady

Judy Cahill

Neil Callahan

Perry Caminis

Anne Campbell

Glen Carter

Mary Hien Cavanna
Dayton Clewell
Gayle Close

June Cobb

Debbie Coley

Cokie Concannon - President 2005-07
Eileen Conte

Ann Cooling

Valerie Cooper

Ann Cotter

Pat Crane

Mary Crowford
Joanne Croteau

Lee Cushman

Hal Davis

Suzette Davis

Penny Devereux
Barbara Dordelman

Tom Duffy

Tim Dutton

Hugh Dyar

Bobbie Earle

Charlie Eaton

Judy Eaton

Jeanne Eckrich

Yvette Eenkema Van Dijk
Marta Elders

Henry Ernstthal

Mary Emstthal

Susan Erzen

Alexis Evanich

Donald Evers

Ann Ferris

Ann Feverman

Chris Filmer

Sandy Filmer - President 1989-91
Mavureen Finnegan

Bebe Fisher

Janet Fiske

Avery Flowers - President 1998-02
Robert Alynn

The Reverend Samuel Fogal
David Frank

Marilyn Frank

Paul Furtaw

Faye Gage

Sve Geery - President 1989-91
Anne Geissinger

Marilyn Gianncs

Barbara Gibson

Bernard Gilmore

Tana Gilmore

Cherie Greene - President 1994-96
Ed Greene

Claire Greerspon

Peter Gudaitis

Robert Gustavson

Wilhelmina Gustavson

Lynn Hamlen

Ron Hammer - President 2009-12
Bill Hancock

B.A. Hand

Dick Hand

Margot Hand

Kenneth Harlacher

Nancy Harlacher

Toni Harrison

Cindy Heck

Dick Helstein

Susan Helstein

Maria Theresa Henderson
Joanne Hennessey

Nancy Herling - President 2004-06
Irene Hernandez

George Hickson

Beth Horan

David Hurwitt

Hiot Jacobs

Kathy Jarrett

Truda Jewett

Lisa Joyce

Kiki Karpen

Peter Karpen

Marcia Kasony

Jill Kassis

Nora Kennedy

David Kenny

Chris Kevorkian

Dick Kimball

The Reverend Anne Kimball

Janet Kindy

Leonard Krill

David Lang

Debbie Lang

Debi Lee

Pam Lindberg

Susie Littlefield - President 2007-09
Perny Liv

Claire Locher

Bob Lyors

Rosemary Mace - President 1987-89
Annette Madden-Kline

Jill Maguire

Cathy Mahoney

Judy Mahony

Suve Mandel

Dr. Lorraine Marcantonio

Jini Martens

Fred Martin

Marie Martin - President 1991-92
Dana Matheis

Kerry Mayers

Sister Madeline McAdam
Comstance McCreery

Sandra MdDonnell

Pat McGarry

Barbara McGrath - President 1992-93
Betsy McGroarty

Susie McKittrick

Harry McLachlin

Marcia Meinerth

Erica Merrill

Bill Memritt

Phil Meyer

Jane Moloney

Mark Montgelas

Sharon Moore

Susan Mulderrig - President 2002-04
John Murphy - President 2001-03
Debbie Murray

Judy Nance

Peter Nance

Karen Nangle

Diane Nave

Barbara Nevin

Shirley Nichols
Hooker 0" Malley

Jone Page

Debbie Parnon - President 1996-98
Tom Parmon

Shirley Patterson
Kristin Peck

Jane Pelley

Rosemary Peppet - President 1985-87
John Phillips

Laurie Pinover
Walter Pitman

Chris Place

Ellen Powis

Christina Pugh

Aysha Ramseur

Sally Raver

Jon Roymond

Spike Reed

Sheila Rhodes

David Rhyne

Curtiss Roach

Dr. Donald Robbins
Kyle Rogers

Donna Rosevear

Lynn Ross

Linda Russell

Cindy Ryan

Dr. Velma Saire

Pat Santelle

Dotti Sarr

Richard Sarr

Kris Sauter

Sally Schlactenhaufen
Patti Schoknecht
Jockie Scott - President 1998-01
Mark Scott - President 2003-05
Susan Scott

Torty Show

Kathy Shea

Sheila Sherwood

Del Shortliffe

REesIDENT DIRECTORS

Bill & Roz McCarthy 1981-1983
Jean & Del Shortliffe 1983-1985
Gary & Sharon White 1985-1986
Tina & David Rhyne 1986-1988
Mark & Donna Devins 1988-1991

Eoch person below gave of their time and expertise for at least one year, some for many years.

Jean Shortliffe

Tamsin Sickinger

Judy Silvia

William Silvia

Jean Simpson

Vicki Smith

David Soskin

Janet Soskin

Susan Spain

Camille Spavlding

Pam Spellane

Sally Sprague

Christine Stanitski

Dr. Samuel Stevenson Jr.
Pat Stewart

lon Stover

Cliff Tallman

Connie Tallman

Nancy Tapley

The Reverend Walter Taylor
Linda Thomas

Barbara Thorme

Simon Tiller

Leila Toledo

Pieter Verbeck

Alison von Klemperer
Judy Wales

Katie Wales

Bob Walker

Debbie Walksh

Bill Waters

Herb West - President 1980-82
Maria West

Mallory Weymann

Mona White

Jean Williams

Susan Wikon

Deb Wohlberg

Jane Wollmar

Linda Woodrum - President 1992-94
Gay Yelverton

Jane Yezz - President 2009-12
Jose Zepeda

ProGRAM DIRECTORS

Tory Crane 2007-2008
Vyvyan Burns 2008-2012

Maxine & Manvel Fonseca 1991-1992
Kathleen & Thad Coulombe 1992-1995

Dianne & Bob Johnson 1995-2000

Karyn Montague & LeXander Steven 2000-2005
Francis Janosco & Julie Parham 2005-2012

HOST FAN[ILIES ) 1 9 8 1' 2 0 1 2 Each family provided support fo a scholar for her four years in Darien, opening up their homes and hearts.

Joan & Rick Agresta
Suzanne & Tom Albani
Julia & Dan Anderson
Margie & David Anderson
Jim & Donna Holt Archibald
Michael & Betty Armstrong
Shanti & Hari Awla
Marilynn & Bob Aymar
Martha & Gary Banks
Sally & John Bassler

Joan & Mark Bergen
Connie & John Bergin

Judy & Elio Betly

Susan & Svresh Bhirud
Kim & Jim Bletzer

Delice & David Bolotin
Dulcy & Spencer Brainard
Carole & John Braunschweig
Barbara & David Bristle
Wendy & Ned Bro kow
Carolyn & Rick Brook
Bonnie & Ron Brown
Yvonne & Robert Brown
Ann & Bruce Burrows
Linda & Mike Burton

Pat & Jeremy Coge

Denise & Jose Cara

Debbie & Andrew Chacos
Susan & Francis Collins

Cokey & Jim Concannon
Evelyn & Ewon Copeland
Diane & Kevin Delaney
Sandy & Chuck Drimal
Alexia & Rick Duker

Dana & Hank Dunlop

Pam & David Dysenchuk
Jeanne Eckrich

Yvette & Pieter Eenkema van Dijk
Lisa & Kent Eppley

Mary & Henry Emstthal
Susan & Robert Erzen
Caroline & Donald Evers
Sandy & Chris Filmer
Maureen & Connie Finnegan
Marilyn & Williom Frank
Jane & Bill Frazier

Barbara & John Gardner
Tana & Bernard Gilmore
Avis & Fred Gray

Brenda & Allen Greene
Cherie £ Ed Greene

Janet & Michael Grogan
Judy & Richard Groppa
Wilhelmina & Robert Gustavson
Kathy & Michael Hamar
Lynn & Bill Hamlen

Cindy & Randy Heck

Susan & Dick Helstein

Maria Theresa & Dave Henderson
Cindy & Bob Hogan

Karen & Chris Hughan
Minina & Bob Johnston
Kiki & Peter Karpen

Jill £ George Kassis

Janet & Mark Kindy

Dr. & Mrs. Stewart King
Susan & Charles Larson
Debi & Bob Lee

Nancy & Bill Leroy

Pam & Bob Lindberg
Diana & Stacey Lippmann
Penny & Sandy Liv

Leslie & Basil Lyden

Karen & Tim MadDonald
Rosemary & David Mace
Cathy & Williom Mahoney
Cheryl & Roy Marcantonio
Susan & Kevin Marks

Jini & Bill Martens

Marie & Fred Martin

Kerry & Paul Mayers
Barbara & Geoffrey McGrath
Betsy £ Bob McGroarty
Susie & John McKittrick
Wendy & Roger Megroz
Susan & Steve Mulderrig
Carolyn & Tony Murray

Judy & Peter Nance

Shirley & Carl Nichols

Dale & John 0'Brien
Mercedes & Timothy O’ Connor
Beverly & Hooker O'Malley
Jane & Richard Page
Debbie & Tom Pamon

Jane & Scott Pelley
Rosemary & Russell Peppet
Chris & Harvey Place

Kaye Rabin

Sallie & Walter Raleigh
Martha & John Reed
Martha & Kirk Rhein
Sheila Rhodes

Mr. & Mrs. Nigel Ringrose
Leslie & Curtiss Roach
Cecilio & Paul Rose

Libby & Doug Rubin

Cathy & Craig Russell
Linda & Frank Russell
Nancy Ryan

Kathy & Andy Saulitis

Kris Sauter

Sally & John Schlactenhaufen
Cari & Geoff Scott

Susan & Mark Scott

Judy & William Silvia

Pauline & Bill Silvia

Barb & Larry Simms

Laura & Brian Smalley
Lynn & Fritz Spindler
Sally & William Sprague
Mr. & Mrs. David Stoner
Lisa & Chris Stout

Callie & Tighe Sullivan
Connie & Cliff Tallman
Britt & Paul Tiller

Simon Tiller

Pam van Rensselaer

Judy & George Wales

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Watt
Nancy & Doug Wells
Mallory & Conrad Weymann
Mr. & Mrs. Huntley Whitacre
Ginny & Richard White
Jean & John Williams

Gail & Poge Williomson
Susan & John Wilson

Jane & Stellan Wollmar
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Wolpert
Terrie & Jay Wood

Linda & Bob Woodrum
Mr. & Mrs. William Young
Sarah & Jose Iepeda
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THE STORY OF NIYA

“To handle yourself use your head; to handle others use your heart.”
-Eleanor Roosevelt

Niya Wright, ABC’s graduating 2012 scholar, uses her head and heart in all that she does.
Over her four years at Darien High School, Niya has grown into a remarkable young woman who
exemplifies all that ABC stands for and more. Her list of awards speak for themselves:

¢ Darien High School Student Body President, 2012

* YWCA Young Woman of Distinction, 2012

¢ Daughters of the American Revolution Citizenship Award, 2011

¢ Trinity College Book Award, 2011

Celebrating 30 Years of ABC in Darien! 1981- 2011

As a scholar, Niya Wright has met the rigorous academic
challenges of Darien’s excellent school system through
dedication and hard work.

As a leader, she has championed new initiatives at the High
School that have benefitted the community as a whole —
including Dancing with the Teachers, a block buster fundraiser
that brought faculty, administration and students together and
to their feet.

As an athlete, she placed 5th in the county for shot-put her
sophomore year; 6th in the county her junior year.

As a facilitator in the high school's anti-bullying program, she put herself out there, speaking
candidly of her own experiences before the entire school.

And last, but not least, she has served as an advocate, role model and big sister to her “sisters” in
the ABC House - listening, moderating and communicating in her supportive and gentle way.

Niya Wright has approached life’s challenges with an open heart. Coupled with her inquiring mind,
these qualities will serve her well as she heads west to her top choice school, Loyola
Marymount University. Darien has been privileged to be a integral part of her journey.

US PoOSTAGE
PAID
Non-ProFIiT ORG.
PeErMIT No. 58
Darien, CT 06820

ABC i~ Darien FACTS

MISSION: To provide scholarships to academically
talented minority girls from underserved areas allowing
them to realize their academic and social potential while
living in Darien and attending DHS.

ENROLIMENT: Six girls currently from Connecticut,
New York and New Jersey.

HISTORY: Thirty years in Darien; 39 girls have graduated
from the program.

WHERE DO THEY GO? Graduates have entered colleges
such as Columbia, Cornell, UVA and Syracuse.

STAFF: Two Resident Directors, Program Director and
tutors.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS: Twenty-three local residents.

HOST FAMILIES: Nine families host the girls one week-
end and one Sunday each month.

RESIDENCE: 11 Brookside Road—provided by the First
Congregational Church, maintained by ABC in Darien.

THE BUDGET: $132,000 per year, covering staff, food,
utilities, house maintenance, enrichment expenses and
supplies.

How 1O GIVE: 1f you would like to contribute to ABC
in Darien, send donations to EO. Box 3204, Darien, CT
06820 or donate online at www.abcdarien.org



